INTRODUCTION
Although fold and thrust belts typically are generated during a singular orogenic event, internally they are a composite of discrete structural sequences. Within crystalline portions of orogens, timing of metamorphism and plutonism is crucial for determining thrust sequences and docking order of terranes, (e.g., Rast 1989; Dallmeyer et al. 1986 ). For fold and thrust belts, deciphering the thermal history of sedimentary strata provides similar, equally important data con- [JOURNAL OF GEOLOGY, 1990, vol. 98, p. 927-942] © 1990 by The University of Chicago. All rights reserved. 0022-1376/90/9806-0011$1.00 (CAI) (Epstein et al. 1977) , "illite crystallinity" and clay mineralogy (Zentmeyer 1985) , and the level of organic maturation (Stanley and Schultz 1983) The structural style and internal complexity of the Pulaski system, as depicted by Bartholomew (1987) and 4 ). Reconstruction of the particular stratigraphic columns from which our samples, and other data pertinent to this discussion, were collected, is essential for evaluating possible effects of stratigraphic burial.
Mississippian coals crop out adjacent to the present day leading edge of, and in windows through the Pulaski sheet. Between the outcrop belts, drill hole data (Bartholomew and Lowry 1979; Stanley and Schultz 1983) provide limited information on coals within the Saltville sheet below the Pulaski thrust by Kreisa and Bambach (1973) and Whitehead (1979) . The lower and upper of the two principal recognized coal units are the "Langhorne," and the "Merrimac," respectively. Environments of deposition of these Price Formation coals are addressed by Brown (1983) and Zentmeyer (1985) . Approx- Bartholomew 1987 and Schultz et al. 1986 ) showing distribution of Mississippian-age strata and major thrust faults. Numbers in parentheses are Rmax values for surface sample locations and range of Rmax values for drill hole locations from table 1. YSF = Yellow Sulphur fault; 7.5 minute quadrangle abbreviations: NAR = Narrows, NEW = Newport, BLA = Blacksburg, RN = Radford North, STA = Staffordsville, WF = White Gate, PUL = Pulaski. SE-NW line is the line of cross section in figure 3. Dark line within the shaded Mississippian outcrop belt on the Saltville thrust sheet follows the Price Formation coals. G-Greenbrier Formation in the Glen Lyn syncline.
CO-Cambro-Ordovician strata; SD-Siluro-Devonian strata.
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Within part of our sampling area, Zentmeyer (1985) used CAI values of Epstein et al. (1977) 
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/ D M R W -6 5 3 4 P r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 P r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 P r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 ? r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 ? r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 ' r i c e M o u n t a i n # 6 3 6 3 . 9 3 6 4 . 9 3 6 9 . 7 1 9 . 7 2 6 . 4 2 7 . 2 3 3 . 9 3 3 . 6 3 4 . 1 (Epstein et al. 1977; Harris 1979) indicates that the Pulaski sheet was emplaced after its peak thermal event as Harris (1979, p. 9) (Perry et al. 1979) , whereas the former values are indicative of 150° to 175°C (Epstein et al. 1977) . Moreover, it largely overlaps other radiometrically constrained Alleghanian deformation in the Appalachians such as in the Kiokee belt (315-295 Ma) and in the South Carolina slate belt as determined by 40Ar/39Ar data (Dallmeyer et al. 1986 ). Also, Sinha et al. terpretation is compatible with Grover and Read (1983) and Dorobek (1987) .
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The forelandward sequencing of thrusts (Pulaski followed by Saltville and more westerly thrusts) supports Perry's (1978) interpretation that Appalachian thrust development was from the hinterland toward the foreland. Alleghanian tectonism as by either stratigraphic or tectonic burial.
